StepChange Debt Charity
Festive Campaign 2023 – additional festive tips

Here are some helpful tips to help keep the festive holiday season as budget friendly as possible. Please feel free to use these in blogs, newsletters, or social posts:

StepChange’s Top Festive Tips

Christmas is just one day – it’s okay to pull back on spending, especially considering the current climate. We’re all feeling the pinch. Family, friends, a warm home filled with laughter, that’s what matters most.   

With that in mind, we wanted to share our top festive tips for budget smart festivities:  
1. Go through your budget – This will help you know what you can afford to spend this festive period. If you get free debt advice from StepChange advisors, they will work with you to create a sustainable and useful budget. 
2. Manage your gift list – The reality is that you don’t have to buy gifts for everyone (or anyone!). Ask friends and family how they feel, they may want to reduce costs too. Set a spending limit per person and stick to it or ask family members to pool for a big gift, rather than buying small gifts individually. 
3. Shop for deals – Use voucher codes and cashback websites when you buy online. Buy second-hand, and if you’re travelling over the festive season, book your tickets in advance. Make the most of off-peak discounted travel or opt for the bus or rideshare. 
4. Get creative – You could offer a service or experience like doing someone's washing, cooking dinner, or babysitting. All incredibly valuable to most!  
5. Start as early as possible – it’s never too early to start planning for festivities. It’s the best way to save money at any time of year. Where possible, start saving at least a few months before the festive season if you can. It is also a good opportunity to share money advice with children. It can help them appreciate how saving money can make buying the things they want even more rewarding.  

